
3M™ Aviation Paint Restoration Kit Notes
Read All Notes Before Starting Work on your Aircraft!

Buffing Notes
•	 This paint restoration kit was designed to improve the quality and appearance of cured paint systems. The 	
	 system is designed for buffable paints and clear coats and has not been evaluated on all paint systems. Please 	
	 refer to the paint manufacturers instructions to determine buffability. We suggest you trial the system first 	
	 on some 2 foot by 2 foot panels painted with your system. This will provide familiarization with the tools and 	
	 products in the kit before starting on your aircraft.
•	 Insure the aircraft is clean before proceeding with the paint restoration process.
•	 Do not use the product on dark blue, black etc, unless the paint has a clearcoat on top of the paint basecoat. 	
	 Buffing directly on a dark color may change the color of the paint.
•	 3M™ Perfect-It™ Detailing Cloths (Yellow) may be washed, do not use fabric softener.
•	 The 3M™ Perfect-It™ Wool Buffing Pads are not designed to washed.

Cautions
Do NOT allow the compounds to freeze! The compounds will be rendered ineffective if frozen.
•	 Use Caution when buffing on flexible substrates. Substrate flexibility may allow the compounds to cut through 	
	 the paint.
•	 Read product label and MSDS before using. Follow all precautions and directions for use.
•	 Do not buff on rivets or screw heads that are not flush with the surface. Contacting rivets, screw heads or other 	
	 small upset items may result in paint removal from these items. In addition, Caution must be excersized when 	
	 buffing over raised rib stitching or fixtures. Insure all button head rivets and raised elements are covered with 	
	 3M™ Vinyl Tape 471 before buffing.
•	 Caution: Insure 3M™ Buff Pad Adapter is installed on the buffer shaft BEFORE attaching wool head or foam 	
	 backup pad. Failure to utilize this adapter may result in damage to the aircraft.
•	 Use Caution when working on control surfaces with sharp edges, buffing heads may catch these edges and 	
	 cause injury to personnel and potential damage to equipment.

Disposal Instructions
•	 Disposal of used buff heads, compound and empty containers must be in accordance with local rules and U.S. 	
	 EPA regulations.

your pride
Your plane,
 

Product Use:  Many factors beyond 3M’s control and uniquely within user’s knowledge and control can affect the use and performance of a 3M product in a par-
ticular application.  Given the variety of factors that can affect the use and performance of a 3M product, user is solely responsible for evaluating the 3M product 
and determining whether it is fit for a particular purpose and suitable for user’s method of application. 

Warranty, Limited Remedy, and Disclaimer:  Unless an additional warranty is specifically stated on the applicable 3M product packaging or product literature, 
3M warrants that each 3M product meets the applicable 3M product specification at the time 3M ships the product.  3M MAKES NO OTHER WARRANTIES 
OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OR CONDITION OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OR CONDITION ARISING OUT OF A COURSE OF DEALING, CUSTOM OR USAGE OF TRADE.  If the 3M product 
does not conform to this warranty, then the sole and exclusive remedy is, at 3M’s option, replacement of the 3M product or refund  of the purchase price. 

Limitation of Liability:  Except where prohibited by law, 3M will not be liable for any loss or damage arising from the 3M product, whether direct, indirect, special, 
incidental or consequential, regardless of the legal theory asserted, including warranty, contract, negligence or strict liability.

These products were manufactured under a 3M quality standard registered under AS9100 or ISO9001 standards.

3M is a trademark of 3M company.



Note: Work small 
areas or as sections. 
Approximately an 18 
square inch area is 
recommended.

3M™ Aviation Paint Restoration Kit Instructions

A.	 Clean the paint surfaces to be buffed. 

B	 Cover all universal (buttonhead) rivets with small pieces of the 	
3M™ Vinyl Tape 471 in your kit.

Rivets “as is”  before taping Rivet Taped

C.	 Buff the area with 3M™ Aviation Rubbing Compound. Apply enough compound (approx 3/8 inch by 	
8 inch ribbon) to work an 18 inch square area. For best results, use enough polish to leave a thin wet 
film on the surface during the buffing process.

D.	 Use a buffer, 3M™ Buff Pad Adapter and 3M™ Wool Buffing Pad. Buff at 1400-1800 RPM. Use 
medium pressure to start, approximately 5 LBS, then reduce to almost no pressure as you finish. Buff 
for approximately 10-15 seconds or until you see the luster of the finish return. Do not over buff the 
paint, the goal above is to remove oxidation, small scratches, and otherwise improve the appearance of 
the paint finish.

	

E.	 Remove the small pieces of vinyl tape covering the button head rivets. 

F.	 Remove excess 3M Rubbing Compound from the polished and surrounding area. Use a folded 3M™ 
Perfect-It Detailing Cloth and an acceptable solvent. Use only ONE of the wipes for this product and 
keep it separate.

G.	 Remove the swirl marks created in Step A above by using 3M™ Finishing Compound. Apply enough 
Compound (approx 3/8 inch by 8 inch ribbon) to work a 18 inch square area.

H.	 Using a 3M™ Perfect-It™ Backup Pad and 3M™ Buff Pad Adapter and the 3M™ Perfect-It™ Foam 
Polishing Pad, polish using medium pressure on 2-3 passes over the work area for approximately 10-15 
seconds. Utilize an electric buffer at 1000 RPM.

I.	 Remove excess 3M Finishing Compound from the polished and surrounding area. Use a clean folded 
3M Perfect-It Detailing Cloth and an acceptable solvent insuring surging (sewn edges) do not rub the 
skin. Surging may leave an undesirable rag mark. 

	 Do NOT reuse the cloth used for wiping the 3M Rubbing Compound. This may cause scratching on the 
polished area.

J.	 You may now apply wax to protect the finish, if so desired.
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