
iFly GPS FAQ’s 
 

Does the iFly GPS support ADS-B or XM Weather? 

Answer:  

Yes. The iFly GPS supports ADS-B Weather and Traffic via a connected ADS-B 
receiver.  Currently we recommend the SkyRadar by Radenna and NAvWorx.  We are 
working on adding support for devices like the Clarity ADS-B Line and FreeFlight 
products.   
 
As for XM, we will be developing an XM weather option in the near future.  (ADS-B has 
significant coverage now, and will be fully deployed by 2013 for the support of 
subscription-free weather) 

 

If I buy the iFly, does the FAA still require me to carry paper charts? 

Answer:  

Technically the FAA has never *required* private pilots to carry sectional charts, this is a 
myth. The specific FAA regulation, FAR 91.103 "Preflight Actions," states that each pilot 
in command shall, before beginning a flight, become familiar with all available 
information concerning that flight.  
 
Here is what the FAA has to say about this question: 
FAA FAQ: What is the FAA policy for carrying current charts?. 
FAA Safety Briefing: Flying Paperless Airplanes 

  

Does it have a battery? 

Answer:  

The iFly 700/720 requires external power.  It includes AC and DC (cig lighter 
style) adapters, and supports both 12v and 24v systems.  An external battery 
accessory designed to work with the iFly GPS is available on the store.   This battery 
will provide 3.5 to 4 hours of power. 

 

Does the GPS support WAAS? (The FAA's system to improve GPS accuracy) 

http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/faq/index.cfm?print=go#q2f
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2010/media/MayJun2010Paperless.pdf
http://ifly.adventurepilot.com/shop-t136/external-battery-pack.aspx


Answer:  

The built in GPS is a SiRFstar III, a very advanced and sensitive GPS. More info on this 
GPS chipset can be found here:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SiRFstar_III. (However this 
GPS is not approved by the FAA for IFR flight, or for use in instrument approaches). 
The GPS receiver includes support for WAAS, however currently the iFly does not 
utilize this feature. A future software upgrade is in development that may allow the user 
to enable/disable the WAAS capabilities with the addition of an external GPS receiver. 

 
 
Is there a port for a GPS antenna?  
 
Answer: Yes, it includes an MCX connector for an external antenna. Any standard GPS 
antenna should work fine.  However the built-in GPS is very sensitive, we've had a 
strong signal in every plane we've tested without needing an external antenna.  
 
 

Are the approach/departure charts geo-referenced? (In other words, can you 
track your flight on these charts?) 

Answer:  

Yes. Geo-referenced Approach Plates and Airport Diagrams were released in our 
Version 6 Software Update.  The iFly ships complete with a full database of Approach 
Plates and more. (Note: Geo-Referenced Airport Diagrams are included in the VFR 
Data Subscription.  The Enhanced VFR/IFR Data subscription is needed to maintain 
and update the Approach Plates and IFR Low Enroutes.  Data will never stop showing, 
nor will it be auto deleted.) 

 
 

Are the maps always oriented North-Up, or can it be oriented Track-Up?  Can I 
mount it Vertically or in Portrait Mode. 

Answer:  

Maps can be oriented both North-Up and Track-Up (as of latest software update).  

We've also added the support for Portrait Mode.  Now the iFly can be oriented both 
horizontally and vertically.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SiRFstar_III


What all does the purchase price include? 

Answer:  

When you purchase any iFly GPS Package you will receive the following. 

• Fully Loaded 7" moving map GPS. 
• Multi-articulating suction mount. 
• Remote control (which I find very useful in bumpy flights). 
• AC and DC adapters. 
• Padded carrying case. 
• 2 Months of VFR/IFR Data and Software Updates.  
• Free Shipping on GPS packages for the Holidays too. 

 

Is the screen readable in sunlight? 

Answer:  

Yes.  The iFly 720 offers greatly improved Sunlight Readability with more than double 
the effective nits of the iFly 700 and popular tablets like the iPad.  This technology uses 
the sunlight to brighten the screen.  If you have a brighter interior or bubble canopy, we 
highly recommend the iFly 720.   
 
The iFly 700 offers an industry standard screen (for the technically minded, it is rated at 
over 350 NITS). However, in extreme conditions direct/unfiltered sunlight can hit the iFly 
700 screen at the angle that can degrade visibility. We have thousands for pilots flying a 
variety of aircraft with the iFly.  We do offer a personalized Sun Visor for the iFly for 
those extreme conditions. Please visit our store to see additional accessories. 
  

 
 

Is a data subscription required?  I've heard the screen will go blank if they expire. 

Answer:  

No. The unit will continue to function as usual and expired sectionals will remain visible 
on the unit. You will receive a brief notification that you are viewing an expired chart and 
then the message will disappear. However a subscription is needed to keep the data 
current on the device. With such a low annual cost, it just makes sense to practice good 
safety and fly with current data.  
 
The standard subscription is $69 per year (only $5.75 per month). This allows unlimited 



data and application updates for everything except the IFR Low-Enroute charts and IFR 
Plates.  The Enhanced VFR/IFR Subscription, which includes the Low-Enroute IFR 
charts and IFR Approach Plates is only $109 per year. For as little as $69 per year, 
always have the latest features. 

 
 

Is this an FAA Certified GPS? 

Answer:  

No, as no portable GPS devices are. This is a portable GPS designed to aid navigation, 
but it is not intended to be your primary source of navigation, airport information, TFRs, 
airspaces, or anything else. You should always consult FSS or ATC prior to any flight. 

 
 
If the device loses power, or it's turned off, do you need to do anything to restore 
your flight plan?  
 
Answer: No, any active flight plan will automatically be restored.  
 
 

Is there a Yoke Mount option? 

Answer:  

Yes, we currently offer a yoke mount kit. This optional kit is comprised of high-quality 
RAM components. In the event you already have a RAM mount, we also offer a RAM 
mount adapter. A suction mount is included, and these yoke mount accessories are 
great optional items to compliment your iFly GPS.  Check out all the great accessories 
in our store. 

 
 

Does it have IFR charts? 

Answer:  

It includes a complete set of FAA provided STAR, Approach, and Departure charts.  It 
also comes pre-loaded with IFR Low-Enroute charts for the lower 48 states.  

 



 
Does it allow me to scroll ahead on my flight path to view upcoming 
airports/ClassC,B airpsaces, etc?  
 
Answer: Yes, you can certainly scroll ahead. You can zoom in, pan through your entire 
plan just by sweeping your finger to drag the map. Or you can zoom way out...when 
zoomed out, class B, C, and D airspaces are highlighted - as well as all the special use 
airspaces - so you could at a glance see if you're going anywhere tricky.  
 
 

Will the iFly show my position on charts other than sectionals? Like WAC, TAC, 
IFR Enroute, etc? 

Answer:  

Yes.  The iFly also includes a Vector basemap mode and a graphical weather page.  
The Weather page shows either a user downloaded graphical preflight weather page or 
a live ADS-B WX if connected to a third party ADS-B receiver. 

Currently the iFly GPS includes the following Geo-Referenced Chart Data: 

• Sectionals (Including special charts like the Grand Canyon, etc.) 
• Terminal Area Charts 
• World Aeronautical Charts 
• Low Enroute IFR Charts 
• Approach Plates 
• Airport Diagrams 

Support for additional charts may be added in future releases.  (Existing iFly owners 
with a valid subscription will be able to upgrade their software as features are added) 

 
 

How is the iFly updated with the latest sectionals, databases, TFRs, software, 
etc? 

Answer:  

The iFly GPS can be updated via 3 simple methods.  The iFly 720 can use all three 
methods while the iFly 700 can use iFly Connect and USB updating, but not Wi-Fi.  

1. Wi-Fi Updating.  



• Connect your iFly 720 to a wireless network and simply touch Update from the 
Main Boot page.   The iFly 720 will generate a list of updates. 

• Click Install and the iFly will do the rest. 

2. iFly Connect is a PC based automated updater that performs updates directly to the 
SD card. 

• Simply remove your SD card from the iFly and insert into your internet connected 
Windows XP, Vista or Seven PC. (Note: Do not ever Format an SD card, this will 
remove critical files.) 

• Install iFly Connect from the Update Tab on this website.  (Note: you only need to 
install iFly Connect once.) 

• Click iFly Connect, located in the Adventure Pilot folder within Programs. 
• iFly Connect will generate a list of updates, click Install and the iFly will do the 

rest. 

3.  A USB Flash Drive is used to update the GPS. The USB update process is simple: 

• Insert your USB Flash Drive into an internet connected computer. 
• Login on the iFly website and select what you wish to update and click Create 

Update Package. An Update Package File will be created. 
• Save the file to your USB Flash Drive. 
• Move the USB Flash Drive to the iFly GPS, power the unit on.  

o On the iFly 720 select the "Update" option on the main menu. 
o On the iFly 700 you should be prompted that an Update was found. 

• Confirm and Install.  Click OK once complete. 

Note: Many people have at least one USB Flash Drive, so we do not include this with 
the iFly.  However we offer them on our online store for those who need one. 

 
 
What are the physical dimensions?  
 
Answer: It measures 7 1/4" x 4 1/2" x 3/4", and weighs .8 pounds.  
 
 

Does this unit include maps of Canada, Europe or other countries? 

Answer:  

Currently, U.S. charts and data are available on the iFly GPS.  Plans to develop 
additional countries are in the works, beginning with Canada, Europe, Australia and 
South America respectively based on demand.  
 



We are currently working with Nav Canada in an effort to offer a full Canadian data 
option. Nav Canada is currently developing digitized charts at this time.  We are very 
hopeful that we will be able to offer a full Canadian Data option in the near future. 

Many Canadian pilots living along the US/Canada border in the eastern territories find 
the iFly GPS offer more than adequate information.  Our US Charts on the iFly cover up 
to the 48th latitude (Near Thunder Bay and eastward) and our airport database includes 
most public Canadian airports. 

Note:  We recently added WAC Charts so the Western Coast of Canada to Alaska 
is now covered.  This also added additional coverage for the Caribbean and 
Mexico. 

 
 

Can you save/load flight plans? 

Answer:  

Yes.  There is a flight plan management system on the iFly GPS.  You can even import 
GPX files from other flight planning software or websites like the AOPA Flight Planner 
(beta version). 

 
 

Does it work in aircraft with a 24 volt electrical system? 

Answer:  

Yes, the iFly GPS is designed to operate between 12 and 28 volts. 

 
 
What is your refund policy?  
 
Answer:  

There is a 30 day satisfaction guarantee*. If you decide you don't want the unit, your 
purchase price and shipping costs will be fully refunded, including return shipping. Read 
more about our Refund Policy. 

 
 

http://ifly.adventurepilot.com/Home/RefundPolicy.aspx
http://ifly.adventurepilot.com/Home/RefundPolicy.aspx


Will the iFly 700 or 720 drive my Autopilot, EFIS or other device? 

Answer:  

Yes.  Providing your Autopilot or EFIS supports the digital NMEA standard.  You will 
need the USB to Serial (RS-232) cable offered in our store.  Connection details: Pin 3 is 
the Data Transmit and Pin 5 is the Ground. 

 

https://ifly.adventurepilot.com/shop-t136/usb-to-serial-cable.aspx

